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Athenians were maruellously offended with him, he did what he could to comfort them, and put them in heart againe : but all was in vaine, he could not pacific them : for by the most part of voices, they depriued him of his carge of General, and condemned him in a maruellous great fine and summe of money, the which those that tell the least, do write, that it was the summe of fifteene talents : and those that say more, speake of fiftie talents. The accuser subscribed in this condemnation, was Cleon, as Idorne-neus, or Simmias say, or as Theophrastus writeth: yet Heraclides Poticus saith, one Lacratidas. Now his common griefes were soone blowen ouer : for the people did easily let fall their displeasure towards him, as the waspe leaueth her sting behind her with them she hath stung. But his owne priuate affaires and household causes were in very ill case : both for that the plague had taken away many of his friends and kinsemen from him, as also for that he and his house had continued a long time in disgrace. For Xantippus (Pericles sonne and heire) being a man *of a very ill disposition and nature, and hauing married a young woman very prodigall and lauish of expence, the daughter of Isander, sonne of Epilychus, he grudged much at his fathers hardnesse, who scantly gaue him mony and but a litle at a time. Whereupon he sent on a time to one of his fathers friends in Pericles name, to pray him to lend him some money, who sent it vnto him. But afterwardes when he came to demaund it againe, Pericles did not onely refuse to pay it him, but further also he put him in sute. But this made the young man Xantippus so angrie with his father, that he spake very ill of him in euery place where he came: and reported in way of mockery, how his father spent his time when he was at home, and what talke he had with the Sophisters, and the maister Rhetoritians. For a mischaunce fortuning on